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Spur-winged Plovers (@aneumis rites), one of the Waders which frequents 
the Bendigo Sewerage Farm - see fas Winter Wader Count" on iD 3. 
Artist: Graham Hill 


Deadline for next issue is Friday 19th August for articles, and Friday 
26th August for short items. 

(T yped contributions are preferred, but if this is not possible, then 
please make every effort to use neat, legible hand. weiting or printing. ES 


Permission to reproduce articles, £rom Whirrakee must: be obtained from ° 
Editor. All back numbers are available from the Editor at a cost of 
SO cents each. (Complete sets of Vclume 1 and 2 are available at the 
reduced price of $5.00 per set. Postage extra.) 
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THE THORVY PROBLEM OF SUBSCRIPTIONS! 


This month members will find a questionnaire enclosed with their copy of 
Whirrakee, seeking opinions on the options being considered by the Committee 
in relation to subscription rates for 1983/1984. Unfortunately for 
voluntary organisations like ours, the twin effects of rising costs due to 
continuing high inflation, and reduction in people's ability to spend due 
to the effects of the recession, make a decision on subscriptions very 
difficult. We already know that postage is going up, and it is certain 
that materials used to produce Whirrakee (paper, stencils, and duplicating 
ink) will rise in cost in the near future. Our printer is charging at a 
very reasonable rate for the covers, but cannot be expected to hold that 
price against his own rising costs for much longer. 


In the 1981/1982 financial year, the club's running costs exceeded the 
subscription income, and we entered the 1982/1983 year with a number of 
unpaid bills. The fairly substantial catch-up increase in subscriptions | 
last year caused some problems. There was an unusually long period before 
the greater part of the subs had been paid, and this made it difficult to 
operate efficiently in the first few months of the current club year. 

For example, we were unable to buy paper for Whirrakee in a 100 ream bulk 
purchase, as had been done previously at a substantial saving on unit price. 
We were only able to buy 50 reams, at a significantly lesser saving. ' 
Some 30 memberships were not renewed. Although we have no way of knowing 
how many, at least some were probably lost because of the rise. However, 
it appears that the increased income will just about cover operating costs 
for 1983/1984, so we are in better financial shape than this time last 
year, especially since we have had a compensating influx of new members. 


The problem has been discussed at the June and July Committee Meetings. 


If the present subscription rate is retained, then there will be insufficien’: 


income to cover anticipated running costs, including Whirrakee production. 
On the other hand, the Committee would like to see the rates held at their 
present levels. This could be achieved by either cutting the cost of 
Whirrakee production, or subsidising the latter by paid advertising. > 
The main cost of Whirrakee is the printed covers. The suggestion has been 
made that one standard cover could be produced for one year's issues, | 
using a single graphic design or photograph, at a saving of about $150. 
per year, or a bit over $l. per membership. There is support within the 
Committee for the alternative of having a standard back cover printed, 
incorporating the information page, and selline advertising space to, for 
example, nurseries, booksellers and photographic suppliers, B11 of whom 
have something to gain by advertising to our members. Your views on the 
options can be conveyed to the Committee by indicating your preference on 
the questionnaire, and either handing it in at the August meeting, or making 
sure it reaches us by August 15. There is no need to sign it. Please add 
comments or suggestions. 


Riots a ty re fe ke OF soe tte 


One other reminder is that nominations for Office Bearers for 1983/1984 
are to be received at the August 10 General Meeting. Members may use the 
nomination form included with this issue. If extra forms are needed, 
they will be available at the August meeting. — 


Eric Wilkinson, Editor, and President. 


) 
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THE WINTER WADER COUT z 
Donald Franklin 


The third wader count at the Bendigo Sewage Works, conducted as 
part of the twice-yearly national wader count, was held on the morning 
of Saturday July the 9th, 1983. (For previous count results, see 
‘Waterbird Counts’ in the May 1983 Whirrakee:. ) Counters were John Berry, 
Ray Wallace and myself. Results: - 


Black-fronted Dotterels 126 


Spur-winged Plover 21 
Pied Stilt : 12 
Lordigg agtees +), 159. birds 


The 126 sblsicksfronted dotterels is the most yet recorded, although 
John Berry counted 106 just on the main mud-flat of May Swamp on the 
Sth of June this year. In part, the increase is attributable to our 
extension of the count to a swampy area on the property of Mr. Hillman, 
just across Eaglehawk Creek from May Swamp. There we added 31 dotterels 
to our tally. However, the total is still way ‘up on the 28, recorded 
last February. 


Most intriguing was a case of 'notable by their absence' - the 
red-kneed dotterels. No sooner had my May 'Waterbird Counts' article 
appeared, in which I stated that they are ‘always present here', than 
they all disappeared! They haven't been seen since. Ray Wallace, who 
has a much longer association with the Works than I've had, confirms 
that the current situation is unusual. 


Why should one species of dotterel disappear whilst the other increases 
in number? In spite of their seemingly similar use of habitat at the 
Works , they must have quite different habits. One possible explanation 
is that the larger ~ed-kneed dotterel, when present, competitively 
excludes the black-fronteds. Another, more likely explanation (I think) 
is that the two birds preferred habitats differ and have been differently 
affected by the heavy rains of recent months. The red-kneed dotterel is 
a nomad of inland swamps, and rains may have enticed them inland. I suspect 
(from observation elsewhere) that they prefer rising waters, in contrast 
to most waders. The black-feoonted dotterel, on the other hand, is a 
relatively sedentary bird, and is equally at home on small farm dams as 
on natural swamps. The drouyht dried up many dams, but those that remained 
were mostly better than eve: for waders because of their low levels. 
Pévhaps the rain has pushed the black-fronteds off the dams and back onto 
the Sewage Works. 


ORCHIDS OF THE BENDIGO DISTRICT 
- PART 13 - MULTIPLE FLOWERED GREENHOODS - 2 
THE RUFA GROUP 


INTRODUCTICN by Bob Allen and Tom Patullo. 


Probably the most difficult of all the orchid groups to identify would be 
the Rufa group of the Greenhoods. They are to be found in all.states of 
Australia..There are six species scattered throughout the Bendigo district, 
a few of these having had name changes recently, and others having not yet 
been named. This presented quite. a problem to us for our part 13 orchid 
article for this issue of 'Whirrakee'', so we went into a huddle to find a 
solution. In the club library is a magnificent orchid book with over 470 
coloured drawings. This massive work was compiled by the late Mr W.H.Nicholi> 
over a period, of 25 years. Unfortunately he died in March 1951, without 
seeing the book finished. The publishers, Thomas Nelson, were able to 
secure two professional botanists as joint text editors. They were Mr. 
T.B.Muir B.Sc., of the National Herbarium Melbourne, and Mr. D.L.Jones 
B.Ag.Sc., formerly of Bayswater, Melbourne, now living at Palm Beach in 
Queensland. David Jones was a good friend of both Tom and I, and has had 

a few happy outings through the Whipstick with us over the: yeares “Who bette: 
then than. to write to for assistance with our Bao b wee 


The answer arrived a wéek later, and the result is ‘SpoNabiy ‘the most up to 
date article yet written on the six Bendigo members of the "pufal group of 
Greenhoods. ‘The last three of these have not yet been officially named, 

and there is a good reason for this. In an article written earlier this - 
year to us David Jones explained that Mark Clements from Canberra had 
nearly finished an Australian wide review of the rufa group, and has about 
twelve new species to describe. As soon as this review has been, published 
we will include the new names of the Bendigo ones in ‘'Whirrakee" for your 
BOURSES So, over ae Mr. David Jones:- ; 


THE MULT TFLOWERED RUFA GROUE OF GREENHOODS (Pterostylis) - , 


by David L. Jones 
illustrated by Graham Hilt 


The rufa group of df Weciiocde are very distinctive because. of their semi- 
transparent flowers, ‘which have prominently de flexed lateral sepals and a 
hinged Jabellum which Busy supported by a sensitive strap. Labellums of the 
various species may have a crystalline surface, and frequently have prominen: 
cilia:‘on the margins. Flowering occurs during the hotter, part of late se 
spring and early summer. The flowers. are, produced in succession,. and . 
“usually there are two or three open on a spike at any one time. Pollination 
is effected by ‘small male gnats which alight on the, sensitive HANSA and 
are trapped in the flower’ for a time. 


Rufa - greenhoods are intriguing orchids and Sia Fonseca! initebe sit They : 
generally growin loose colonies, and usually prefer situations that are’ 
hot.and dry, ‘although they frequently seek the shelter: of small bushes. ° 
The soils where they grow are loamy or well drained clays and are often - 
stony or rocky. Drainage is always free and unimpeded. During the autum, 
winter and spring, members of the group can be identified by the unique 
rosette which has crowded sessile leaves. The rosettes are often quite 
large, and may be bright green or blue-green in colour. 


ORCHIDS OF THE BENDIGO DIST RIC continued 


Members of the rufa group have a well deserved reputation of being 
difficult to identify. This is partly because of variation within a species, 
but mainly because they have been poorly studied in the various parts of 
Australia. Fortunately this situation has been largely rectified now by the 
work of Mark Clements, and we should see the group sorted out on an 
Australia-wide basis within a few years. 


In the Bendigo area there are five or six species of the group present. 
Not all of these have been given names, but the following notes should 
help’at least to distinguish them. 


Ney wal Pterostylis biseta 


BSEES - with two setae, in reference to the two prominent bristles at 
the base of the labellum. 


A very common member of the rufa group which often rows in scattered 
colonies. It frequents well drained but clayey soils, often in sites where 
leaf litter collects. The rosettes are quite conspicuous in the winter and 
‘early spring, and consist of many overlapping, fairly broad leaves. 

Flower spikes are quite tall, with overlapping pale green bracts, and two 
or three flowers open at once. Two forms of this species occur in the 
Bendigo area. The typical form has bright green, translucent flowers, with 
short to quite long tips: on the lateral sepals. This is the most widely. 
spread form of the species, but is uncommon around Bendigo. The commonest 
form in this area is in fact an undescribed subspecies of P. biseta, and is 
one of the most impressive members of the group. It is a very robust plant 
with large, deep rusty red flowers. It frequently grows in colonies and 
flowers in October - November. 


No. 2 Pterostylis hamata 


Hanan — hooked, in reference to the tips of the aera sepals. 


Although widely spread from Queensland to Victoria this orchid is nowhere 
abundant, and in. Victoria is known only from three or four localities, one 
of which is near Bendigo. It grows in open forest in well drained shaley or 
rocky soils. The rosette can be over 6 cm across, and is composed of over- 
lapping, fairly narrow pale green leaves. Plants flower late October - 
December, and have a tall spike with many overlapping bracts and several 
flowers, only two or three of which are open at any time. The flowers are 
distinctive, and easily recognized by the conspicuously hooked lateral 
‘sepals, and the curious tonsil-like swellings which almost block off the 
base of the galea. Flower colour is usually pale rusty-red but occasional 
greenish ones are known. 


No. 3 Pterostylis rufa 


rufa - reddish brown, in reference to the flower colour. 


A widely spread and rather variable orchid, which consists of a number of. 
forms which may in fact be distinct species. Two forms appear to be found 
within the Bendigo and Whipstick areas. The commonest has fairly large — 
rusty red flowers which are narrow, and appear as if compressed from the side. 
This has been called sub species aciculiformis by some authors, but in 

fact this may not be correct. The other form is a diminutive form with 
greenish flowers. Plants of this form may have flower stems coy 2-4 

om tall. It grows in harsh, often rocky country. 


6 e 
ORCHIDS OF THE BENDIGO DISTRIG! continued ~~ 


‘No.4 Pterostylis sp. A 

‘This’is an undescribed species of the rufa group which is known from odd 
localities in Queensland, New South Wales’ and Victoria, where it is only 
found in‘the Bendigo area: It grows in open, dry quartz areas, and may be 
scattered among small bushes. The flower spikes are generally small, and the 
flowers have.a unique, erect habit as if they are looking at the sky. 

The small. labellum is extremely sensitive to touch, and has numerous, ~~ 
conspicuous white bristles around the margin. The dorsal sepal and lateral 
sepals have threadlike tips. Flowers are green, and open. October - November. 
This is a rare species. io Saget pe eam ee 


No. 5 Pterostylis sp. B 


This is'a most unusual member of the rufa group which can be easily 
“recognized by ‘its lowly’ statuze. Flower stems rarely exceed 8 cm tall, 
“and have flowers very much like the green form of P. biseta. They are 
carried on’ long pedicels which spread at right angles to the flower-stem, 
arid the:long points of the lateral sepals often lie on the ground, cine. 
Colonies are known from a few places in the Maryborough district. In the 
‘past this species has been classified as P. rufa var. despectans but _ 
studies have shown that it is closer to P. biseta, and may in fact be a 
distinct species. See the illustration in Nicholls book, plate 339.. 


“No. 6 Pterostylis sp. C 

The only known Victorian locality of this rufa group greenhood i's Mt, 
Tarrengower near Maldon. It was collected there in October 1941 and has not 
been found since despite many searches. It is thus presumed extinct in. the 
state although it does occur in N.S.W. It is a most distinctive species 
which Nicholls named P. squamata var. valida. Plants and flowers are hy 
verdant green with long tips to the sepals. The labellum is small, tapered, 
vand has a few marginal bristles. An excellent illustration is shown, in | 
“Nicholls book, plate 342. 


ORCHID FACTS. or 
Jann: PTE Bry by Bob Allen 
The queer Elbow Orchid : . 
All will agree that Australia has many beautiful orchids. Some of Queenslands 
tree orchids are “truly magnificent, and some of our’ own small-terrestrials 
can hold their own with the best of them. There are several orchids, -however, 
that could never be placed into this "beautiful". category. .One. of these 
would have to be the queer looking "Hammer Orchids" of Western Australia. - 
They are the Drakaea's, and one could easily be excused for not even. 
recognising them as orchids at all. ' strife es 
To my mind the quéerest’of all the orchids are the Spiculaea's - the 
"Elbow Orchids". oi yeh ie. PETA 


“No. 1 Pterostylis biseta 
No. 2 Pterostylis hamata 
No. 3 Pterostylis rufa 
No. 4 Pterostylis sp. A 
No. 5 Pterostylis sp. B 
No. 6 Pterostylis sp. C 
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ORCHID FACTS - - continued 


e 

Spiculaea huntiana, is a slender, leafless plant around six inches high. 

The stem is reddish or green with several small clasping bracts. The flowers 

are reddish or green with five or six to a stem. They would be about the last 

of our "reversed on the stem" orchids that have been discussed in these articles. 


Old records show that Spiculaea huntiana was found in Victoria 
in an odd way:- Mr. Geoff Newell spotted a specimen from the 
seat of his tractor while working on his farm near Woodend. 

He stopped his machine, dismounted, and collected it. 


Spiculaea huntiana is much more common than we realise. 

Dr. Jim Willis states "that it is scattered throughout the * 
Victorian highlands from sea-level to over 5,000 feet 
altitude, often in open drier forests and in some seasons 
locally abundant but usually overlooked. It has been recorded 
from the Grampians, Creswick, Eganstown, Gisborne district, 
Otways, Kinglake National Park, Dandenongs, Healesville and 
Marysville; Mounts Buffalo, Cobbler, Howitt, Kent 
and Wellington; Dargo High Plains, Yarragon, Moe, 
Maffra, Orbost, Mallacoota, Bendoe Ninniong Plateau 
and Cravensville near Mt Benambra". 


Rupp regarded the strangely elongated labellum as 
merely flexible at the elbow, but Ewart wrote - "An ‘insect 
alighting on the plate of the labellum stimulates it and the 
labellum jerks upward, pressing the insect against the column. 


The wings or sepals prevent lateral evasion, so that, pushing 
out, the insect removes the pollinia, or, if already laden, 
pollinates the stigma. In half to one hour the labellum is 
again irritable and in its previous position if the weather 
is warm and the plant well supplied with water." 


You will notice that Jim Willis in his locations for this 
plant has listed Creswick. This makes it very close to being 
in the Bendigo area, and the flowering period would be around 
the November-December months. Wouldn't it be nice to find it 
on One Tree Hill, or some place handy? And why not? 

Three queer orchids, Caleana - the duck orchid is in our area; 
Drakaea the hammer orchid of Western Australia and Spiculaea 
the elbow orchid of Victoria, all very closely related. 

Keep your eyes down and looking, anything could happen with 
orchids. 4 


ORCHIDS TO LOOK FOR IN AUGUST 
Refer to Whirrakee Vol. 3, Part 7, August, 1982. 


Above Spiculaea huntiana - Normal Size 


Below Spiculaea huntiana - Enlarged flower (approx. 4X) 


LITTLE EAGLE - Hieraaetus morphnoides 

BENDIGO BIRD OBSERVERS ' GROUP 

BIRD OF THE NIGH? DISCUSSICN , FEBRUARY 1983 
compiled by Bill Flentje 


APPEARANCE Large bird 45.5 cms to 51.0 cms long, with a wing span of up to 
1.2 metres. The female is the larger bird. Birds of light and dark phases 
occur, They have a typical eagle appearance. Identification is assisted by 
its square tail, legs feathered right down to the feet, anda partial crest 
on the nape of the head. : 


CALL Well described by G.Pizzey asa" i ondietc. double or triple- sy llabled 
whistle, second and third syllable, lower-pitched and briefer; also brief 
piping pip-it, pip-it, pip-it, in display flight". 

The call is distinctly different from that of the Re SNS Eagle, which 

is somewhat similar in appearance. 


HABITAT It is found in all types of habitat in the Bendigo district, and 
is widespread although not common. 


FOOD consists of small mammals, reptiles, large insects, and other birds. 
Young rabbits are a common food item. It seems to prefer catching live | 
food, Lut carrion may be used occasionally. Prey is usually killed and | 
eaten on the ground,but=may sometimes be taken to a large branch for a perch, 
to escape the attention of ravens or other birds of prey. 


' HABITS It watches for prey while perched in a tall tree, or while flying 
over suitable country. On calm, warm days, they often soar in fairly close 
circles to a great height. While courting and breeding, the male bird often 
performs distinctive display flights, by flying upwards at a steep angle, 

then folding the wings, and diving rapidly while calling loudly, and repeating 
the movement several times. It is believed that a pair of birds remain mated 
during the life of either bird. 


BREEDING Usually occurs between August and Novenvedt The large stick nest 
is generally built high in a large tree, and is lined with green foliage. 
Occasionally the old nest of another ard is used and renovated. Two eggs 
are laid, white or faint blue in COrouns: streaked and blotched. red-brown, 
and oval to round in shape. 


GENERAL When caught in mist nets, they make no attempt to bite the captor, 
nor show any sign of aggression. Young birds have buff or golden colour on 
top of the head. Adult birds have dark patches on the head. Light phase 

birds appear to be more common. It is not clear whether light and dark phases 
are due to age or not. 

In comparison with the Whistling BagIes it appears that the trailing edge of 
the wings is more straight across than the Whistling Eagle, and the body and 
tail appear to join at the trailing edge of the wing. The tail also appears 

- Shorter on the Little Eagle. Little Eagles soar and glide on level flat wings. 
In flight the Little Eagle appears more purposeful, whereas the Whistling 
Eagle appears to be more labouring or lethargic. 

Captive birds have shown that they require less food per day than a Nankeen 
Kestrel. A half grown rabbit would be sufficient food for a week. In comparison 
the Goshawk would require a half grown rabbit per day. 

Little Eagles have been seen to attack Dusky Moorhens , and also an TBR and 
to catch fish for food. 

Nests have been found in forest and in woodland, near Eppalock, Big Hill Rage 
(several 2 miles apart), in the Whipstick (in tall Red Ironbark), and at 
Wychitella. They appear to alternate nest sites as do Wedge-tailed Eagles. 
They have been seen to use an old Goshawk nest and also an old Wedge-tailed 
Eagle nest. It is fairly common to see a Little Eagle flying over Bendigo. 


10. : 
OUR BENDIGO WAXIE 


IS If AN ENDAVGERED SPECIES? “ 
; by Tom Patullo.. .’ : 
"In years gone by". What a hackneyed phrase that is, but at the risk 


of being told so, I am repeating it here, in regard to that lovely gem of 

~ “the Bendigo bush, Eriostemon verrucosus, popularly known as the Bendigo — 
Waxflower, or Bendigo Waxie. In the early twenties, a popular bush walk was 
to go out Williamson’ Street to the "Durham Ox" ‘corner, now occupied by’ 
Woolworths Supermarket. Past this corner, and one was on the outskirts of 
Bendigo. On an area which is now thickly populated suburbia, the Bendigo 
Waxie grew in abundance, on a strip of land that was at that time a Rifle 
Range. It was an area cleared of trees that stretched for a thousand yards, 
in the direction of the present day Campus of the B.C.A.E., and on which 
wildflowers grew in abundance. : 


The same thing is repeated in any direction one likes to go, the °. 
‘suburban sprawl is pushing the natural habitat further and further back. 
This fact is accentuated by the modern trend of people desiring to build 
their homes close to nature, resulting in the five and ten acre subdivisions 
in the surrounding rural areas. Whether we like it or not, the Hobby Farms 
are encroaching onto the bushlands, and who can blame people for wanting’ 
the quiet surroundings and a bit of space. My Ee 

All the above can be put down to progress, this we cannot,nor do we 
wish to, stop. "So be it;" but it is still having a considerable effect 
_ on our dissappearing '"Waxie"; So our Waxie has gone from the housing 
“estates, but how is it faring in the vemaining natural forests? I am 
afraid the answer to this question is, "Very poorly". 


We come now to the next element in the "Waxies" struggle for survival - 
the overpopulation of hungry Wallabies! We have heard a number of times the 
cliche, "Wallabies and Wildflowers have existed side by side for thousands 
of years". I have used it myself; but on the evidence of the last four or 
five years, it appears that conditions are changing. The protection of © 
Native Animals and the receding habitat could have a bearing on this © 
change. Protection is increasing the population of Wallabies, and the 
receding habitat is overcrowded with hungry animals. This fact began to ~ 
become apparent in all our forest areas .Six or seven years ago. | seg 


When we first came to live in Maiden Gully eight years ago, we had 
twenty acres of natural garden, containing many varieties of wildflowers, 
including many waxflower plants, some of which reached to above our knees, 
Later we noticed that our place was becoming criss crossed with Wallaby 
_ tracks. peace Ne hn 2 ; ae 

We know that Wallabies are normally. selective browsers, ‘snipping off | 
a few tips here, a few there, thus having the effect of pruning the shrubs 
of their choice. This happens under normal circumstances. These conditions 
_ have changed in recent years. The hungry animals now take every vestige of ._ 
foliage from the bushes, then start on the stalks, so that all that now 
remains of the shrub are a few dry stems, three or four inches long. This | 
is most noticable with Waxflowers and Kangaroo Thorns (Acacia armata), ‘ 

_ The only Waxies left on my place now are in wire cages I have erected round 
them, : tice Ts 5 ty 


Te ae ee EA ee 
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OUR BENDIGO WAXIE continued 


Now I would formerly have claimed that the Waxflower has a remarkable 
ability to recover. We have seen, on occasions, where the bush has been 
burnt bare, and after the first good rain, the first new growth to appear 

is the fresh green growth of the Waxie. I have also seen the Waxie quickly 
recover from cultivating with‘a scarifier, we also have the example of 
Eucalyptus leaf harvesting in the Whipstick, where the Waxflower is quick 

to recover, after the harvesting machines have flailed it level to the 
ground. Inthe above instances the plant has several years to recover, and 
build up reserves for the next, onslaught, whether it be by fire or harvester 
flail, but what happens when the plant is not allowed to recover, owing 

to the continued overgrazing by the hungry Wallabies? It is not only grazing 
which is destroying the understory of the forests, the continual trampling ~ 
of the hungry animals searching for the last morsel to browse, is flattening © 
everything. The unfortunate fact is that the Waxflower is evidently the 
Wallabies first choice. Not one plant escapes their attention, unless it 
happens to be growing under tight cover. 


Somée.may raise the query, "Hasn't the drought had an effect on our 
Bushland?" I claim that the drought has had the effect of making the 
Wallabies hungrier. The drought alone would have left dead Waxflower plants. 
Ye do not see dead Waxies, all we see are bare stumps a few inches long, 
trying to recover, but having every bit of new green growth eaten off 
as soon as it appears. For how long can our Waxie stand such treatment and 
still recover? We see the same thing happening all through our choice © 
wildflower areas. Ty eile: 


At the Woolly Acacia (Acacia lanigera) area at Diamond Hill, we could 
scarcely find a flower there this year, Why? Admitedly there were a few 
dead bushes resulting from the drought, but the majority were still green, — 
but badly eaten off by Wallabies. At Eaglehawk Rifle Range the tall green 
Correa reflexa bushes had been trampled, down. At Shadbolts area. in the 
Whipstick, that lovely garden of Phebaliun and Tetratheca, had suffered 
much the same kind of damage. Areas in the Wellsford Forest, along Sandy 
Creek Road, at. One Tree Hill and so on also showed similar damage. This 


damage was showing well before the drought. 


‘What measures can we take to save our Waxie? I do not intend to enter 
the controversy of whether the population of Wallabies and Kangaroos should 
be controlled or not. Let us look: to other options. 


Small reserves such as Salomans - Gully and Jackass Flat can help: | 
immensely, but only by the exclusion of Wallabies. The problem probably 
does not exist at Salomans Gully, as this pocket of bush is surrounded by 
Suburbia. Ihave never seen evidence of Wallabies there, only Bulldozers 
(but that is past history).°In these areas, however the pressure of human ~ 
feet must be controlled, So it would seem that we must turn to "Conservation 
by Propagation and Cultivation". re gee pat? 

In the Bendigo area, where the Waxflower is the Floral Emblem of our 
city, we should try to bring pressure to bear on our civic leaders, (this 
is not party politics) and our Parks and Gardens department, to create 
strongholds of Waxflower around our Public Gardens. There is an area, 
begging for decoration, around the Lookout Tower in the Upper reserve, 
where Waxflowers would thrive, if the effort was made to establish them there. 


IAD 
OUR BENDIGO WAXIE continued 


From time to time we see Waxflowers for sale in various nurseries, but 
in spite of what some salesmen tell us, they are usually not Bricetenen 
verrucosus, the Bendigo Waxflower. We should all press the nurseries to 
carry a supply of our own form of Waxie, for if there was enough demand, 
the Melbourne plant propagators would probably take notice. If plants were 
available I am sure many people would grow them in their gardens. 


Summing up, I will say, our Waxie needs all the help we can give, for 
it is fighting a loosing battle, and if not already an endangered species, 
it is certainly a disappearing Wildflower. 


P.S. I would welcome comments from readers on this article, in letters 
to the Editor. 


BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATICNS FOR JULY 


The Bird Group members watched and listened to a slide-tape on "Concepts 

of conservation" which was prepared by the Conservation Committee of the 
B,0.C. The presentation covered a wide range of issues such as predator-prey 
relationships and food chains, to the fungal’. disease which is attacking 

the fine roots of some of our native trees, such as eucalypts and banksias. 
Dieback is one of the most serious botanical problems and is caused by the 
fungus Phytophthora cinnamoni , which belongs to the water mould group of 
fungi, and attacks trees and Sax plants. Symptoms of attack in eucalypts 
generally do not appear until a dry spell sets in, when the tree is. umable to 
absorb sufficient water and nutrients because of root damage. First comes 
leaf discolouration and withering, and then the crown of the tree may die. 
In some cases the whole tree dies and may result in areas of forest changing 
into grassland, over a period of several years. So far no method of 
combating the destructive effects of crown dieback has been discovered, 

and the only defence against the spread of this fungus is the quarantining 
of infected areas to prevent the movement of soil on earth moving equipment, 
cars and soles of boots. 


In place of a bird of the night the president, Mr. Berry, showed slides of 
a selection of sea birds which may possibly be seen on the Port Phillip 
Bay trip to be held in August. 


Observations for June included a Golden Whistler three kilometres from 
Lockington (20th June), Grey-crowned Babblers in the Terricks State Forest 
(8th June), Long-billed Corellas at Bears Lagoon (24th June), and a 

Black Falcon at Strathfieldsaye on 9th May, 1983. Also from Strathfieldsaye, 
one of our members reported that a White-browed Scrubwren had built a nest 
outside the laundry, behind the laundry basket. Apparently, the birds 

flew in through the space where the window used to be, it having been 
removed for renovation. 


13. 


QUEENSCLIFF EXCURSICN Weekend 13-14 August. 


Information to be collected by participants at the loth August club meeting. 


1. Accommodation in Queenscliff 

2. Maps: Ballan to Queenscliff, Queenscliff township. 

Please study the accommodation guide to determine what personal gear you. 
must bring. 


Timetable for Saturday 13 ene 


Bus travellers 

N.B. Bring morning tea. Meet 7.45 a.m. outside Education Dept. offices, 
Havlin Street (usual meeting place). Personal gear to be loaded into trailer. 
Depart no later than 8.00 a.m. Stop. for morning tea at a suitable bush 
roadside location.. fmpeveaDetyeen 11.30 and 12 noon. 


Car travellers 
Travel. direct to Queenscliff via Geaensincs PES Eee Ballan, Geelong: 
Approx. 200 kilometres. 


Both lots of travellers 

Arrange accommodation as soon as you arrive. 

Lunch on the run - where and when you can get it. Bus travellers could eat 
lunch on bus. 


1.00 p.m. Meet at Queenselift P.O. 

Afternoon: 1. Orange-bellied Parrots at eeeneeiucee ‘golf course. 
ye 2. Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 

Night: ' Self-amusement and general tom-foolery. 


Sunday 14 August. 
N.B. For the boat trip bring the following:- 


1. Lunch and refreshments. 2. Waterproof gear. 3. Warm clothing.4.Binoculars. 
Morning: Revisit the golf course if desired, or wander elsewhere. 
11.00 a.m. Meet at Queenscliff pier. 
11.30 a.m. Ferry picks us up. 

3.30 p.m. Ferry returns to Queenscliff. 
Return to Bendigo, arriving between 7.00 and 7.30 p.m. 


Bus charge 
Approximately 58.00 per head. To be collected during the weekend. 


Ferry charges 

Adults $11.00 (no dy Children Nil. (68 rather late advice from 
Be. ore Melbourne - refunds will be made to those who have already paid 
for children. ) 


John Lindnen, Phone: 46 nee Mt Be 
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WESTERY VICTORIA FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCIATION 


29 Crowlands Road, 
STAWELL. Vic. 3380 
1 July 1983 

The Secretary, 

Bendigo Field Naturalists Club, 


Dear Secretary , 
re Coach Camping Safari Tours.. 


Vacancies still exist for the 15 Day Wilpena-Birdsville-Mootwingee 
Safari departing from Stawell on 10 September, 1983. The recent drought- 
breaking rains over all of the areas to be visited will ensure an abundance 
of wildflowers and wildlife, particularly birds. 


The Atherton-Cairns-North Queensland Expedition was. successful and 
enjoyed by all notwithstanding detours to avoid flooding in westerm New 
South Wales and Queensland and torrential rain over the Sunshine and Gold 
Coast areas. A cheque for $1,054.00 for commission earned has been forwarded 
to the Western Victoria Field Naturalists Clubs Association. 


A prospectus for the Tanami Desert-Kimberley-Pilbara Safari of 28 
days departing on 3 June, 1984 is in preparation and will be posted to 
Clubs later this month. Tariff: $830. Members intending to join this safari 
are advised to make early bookings. 


An Invitation: 


My booklet "Little Desert wildlife" will be launched by Mr. Don Saritdsmyh 
Director of the National Parks Service, at Little Desert Lodge (south of 
Nhill on the Nhill-Goroke Road) on Friday, 12 August, 1983, at 8 p.m. 

The publishers, Little Desert Tours Pty Ltd., cordially invite all members 
of affiliated clubs who will be attending the Association's Little Desert 
campout to attend. 


Yours faithfully, 


(I. R.McCann ) 
Coach Camping Tours Organiser. 


f 0 eee KR HR A aE RR 
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WESTERN VICTORIAY FIELD NATURALISIS CLUBS ASSOCIA? ION 
LITTLE DESERT CAMPOUr, AUGUST. 12-14 


This campout, hosted by Horsham F.N.C., and referred to | briefly in 

Ian McCann's letter above, clashes with our Queenscliff Camp-out and Port 
Phillip Bay sea-bird trip on the same weekend. If any members not going to 
Queenscliff are interested in going, full details, including a list of 
hotels and motels, are available from Laurie Leeson or myself. The camp-site 
for those camping is the Little Desert Campground, 14 km south of Kiata. 
Sat.A.M. , no formal program; Sat.P.M., a choice of guided walks and drives 
in the Kiata-Nhill area; Sat.evening, General Meeting, and slide evening 
illustrating aspects of the district; Sun.A.M. Break camp, and join 
excursion via Nhill, Jane Duff Reserve, and Mitre Rock to Mt.Arapiles. 
Laurie Leeson and myself are attending to represent the B.F.N.C. 


Eric Wilkinson. 


AUS) 


27 Brazier St., 
Eaglehawk 3550. 
17/7/1983. 

The Editor, '"Whirrakee", 


Dear Eric, ee 
I was interested to see your photograph of the hanging rock on 
the cover of July issue of "Whirrakee". I recognized it immediately. | 
Some forty five years ago, I took a phocoereD i of this rock from I would 
think, the same spot as you did. — : 


In 1938, The: Bendigo event tcen conducted a Ee cincre for 
amateur Togas. I submitted my photograph which I called, The . 
Hanging Rock, Woodend, and won the weekly prize of ten shillings and. 
sixpence, I have ‘the cutting from the paper, dated 19 May» 1938. 


Congratulations on your production of '"Whirrakee" whieh is a most 
interesting newsletter. I EE (Gratien Hill does.a ees job with the 
cover Seu gies 


Yours sincerely, — 


Bill Perry. 


BENDIGO GEM CLUB EXHIBIT ION ~- 


A Premier Show of Gemstones, Jewellery and Minerals at the City Hall Bendigo 
- Victorian Premier Town, on Saturday 10th. Sept. 11.30 a.m. to 9 p. m. 

and Sunday - llth Sept. 10. a.m. to 5, p.m. 

Adults $1.50 Family $3.00. Pensioners and Students 80c. 


A Top show of jewellery, minerals, rocks, silver work, faceting, glass 
blowing etc. will be displayed. Illuminated showcases will illustrate 
the wonders that can be found in the earths stones and minerals. 


A silversmith will be working in the hall to show how the metal frames can 
be hand formed around such wonders of nature. Mr. George Leversha will be 
demonstrating on a faceting machine to show all those interested the way 
that diamond cuts are executed on crystals. Faceted stone ready for setting. 
into jewellery will be on sale, or you may choose a. raw stone and have it 
cut to your own ‘liking. 


A large variety of jewellery, carvings, jewellery mounts, chains and all 
lapidary items will be on display and for sale. One showcase will 
highlight the luck and skill of a Gem club member detecting for gold in 
the Bendigo area. 


Light Refreshments including home made cakes and sandwiches will be 
available at all times. Also Saturday evening meal and Sunday luncheon. 


Le 
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COMMITT EE REPORT 


Quotes are being collected from printers, and will be assessed by a 
sub-committee appointed at the July Committee Meeting, so that the 
publishing of "Eucalypts of Bendigo" can be completed as soon as possible. 


Highest quotes for "Illustrated Handbook of Victoria" are now being 
sought. _ +4 


The idea of having a club history to commemorate the 40th anniversary 
was well received, at the committee meeting. 

It was also decided to form a sub-committee after the A.G.M. to plan 
the 40th anniversary celebrations. 


In view of the recent legislation facilitating legal incorporation 
of clubs and societies, it was decided to purchase a kit to enable 
us to investigate incorporating the club. 


10 copies of the Gould League's latest book, on "Farmlands" Birds, 
are to be purchased for resale at general club meetings. 


Publicity is to be #iven to the Landscape Classification of the 
Whipstick by the National: Trust. 


Letters of appreciation aré to be sent to Rod. McKenzie and Evan Walker 


re recent land purchases in the Whipstick. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


The Victorian Naturalist Vol.100 NO.3 May/June 83 
N.P.P.S. Newsletter No.52 July 83 

A.C.F. Newsletter Vol.15 No.6 July 83 

Ballarat F.N.C.Excursion - News sheet July 83 
Geelong F.N.C. Newsletter No.206 July 83 
Castlemaine Naturalists Feb.83 to July 83 

The Bird Observer July 83 No.618 

Environment Centre Bookshop Catalogue 1983. 


BEN DIGO PIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 


Address peo porrcenondeneal ee 0. as 396, “peridtgo..< 3550. 
. Office bearers for 1982-1983 


‘PRESIDENT | Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St. Cal. Gully 46 8736 


: SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Moors Sedgwick is 39 6254 

, JUWIOR VICE PRESIDENT John Lindner 62 Simpsons. Rd. E hawk. . 46 7132 

‘ SECRET ARY Laurie Leeson 76 Lawson St.,Spring Gully 43 0521 
ASSISTANT SECRET ARY Rod Fyffe 546 Hargraeves St. Bendigo 43 7673 
TREASURER Glenise Moors Sedgwick og wil 39 6254 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo - Kamarooka ' 36 9226 
EXCURSIGN ORG/N ISER John Lindner, 62 Simpsons Rd. E "hawk 46 7132 
LIBRARIAN Helen Boon Kamarooka _ 36 9252 
EDITOR Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St. Cal. UE 46 8736 


t 1, 
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Membership of The Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those 
interested.in natural history. The membership subscription rates are 
Single $9.00, Family $13.00, Pensioner and eae vel 00 | 

Whirrakee subscription only, $8, 00. mf 


General Meetings are held on the geeond frednesday of each month at the 
Conference Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Hi ehyayes DEO: 
Meetings Start at 7.30 pm, and conclude with supper. 

The esa VIE is held in Sepreubers 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special. SEEN ese Se 
Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 
Full day excursions normally commence at 10.0 am., (usually on a Sunday) 
Half day excursions normally commence at 2.0 pm, and may be eithera . 
Saturday or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on.the 
weekend following the General Meeting. Campouts held several times in a 
“year, usually eotinciding with long weekends or holiday periods. 


tik ke ok ke oe ke ok ok ok ke 


A ‘The B.FWN. Ce has two active Subst Ouye: 


# The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
Agriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p. mM. 
President: . John Berry 22 Barrell St., Eaglehawk 46 992] 
SSeS Ae _ Harvey Richy 58 Dundas ‘Rd., Maryborough 3 61 1698 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on “a third Thursday of: each month, 

Cor fourth Thursday when third Thursday is day. after general meeting) 

at 8.0 p.m. in member's homes as: announced in the monthly diary. 

President: Berry Vardy, Rocky Rises Rd., Maiden Gully, » 49 6214 
Secretary: John Lindner, 62 Simpson's Rd., Eaglehawk CAN GFL anmteeat 


WHR &ARS R B ALLEN 


18 29 HOUSTON ST. 
: : BENDIGO 
DIARY 3558 
MEET IN GS 


August 10 The Franklin River and the South-West Tasmanian Wilderness - 
_ its natural history and scenery, and the case for its 
preservation. A presentation by members of the Tasmanian 
Wilderness Society, Bendigo Branch, illustrated by slides, 
and possibly movie film. 


September 14 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Eric Wilkinson's Presidential Address will be:- 
"Victoria's Fiery Past 7a photographic survey of some of - 
Victoria! S many volcanic features." 


October 12 ‘The. Castlemaine See e eee by Ern Perkins of the Castlemaine 
FiN.-Cy ‘ 

EXCURSIONS” : 

Weekend Queenscliff camp-out, and combined Port Phillip Bay Sea-bird 

Aug.13-14 excursion with members of the Bird Observers Club from 


Melbourne on the Sunday. Details of travelling arrangements 
and itinerary on p. 13. 


Sun.Aug.21 A half day excursion to Mandurang-Sedzwick to look for 
Helmet Orchids. 
Leader: Tom Patullo. 
Meet at Havlin St. at 2.0 p.m. 


Weekend Mount Korong - Campout or day visits. 

Sept.17-18 Camp-site - picnic area on south side of Mt. Korong, at base 
of main peak. Drinking water will need to be taken, but water 
for other purposes will be available from a nearby dam. 

The main activities will be a botanical survey, and bird 

observing, as part of a biological survey of the Mt. Korong 
Scenic Reserve. Full details of the recommended route to the 
Camp- site, and the site itself, will be in next month's 
Whirrakee. Leader: Eric Wilkinecnas 


Sun.Sept.25 A combined activity with the Bendigo Native Plant Group , 
examining flora and fauna of one of Bendigo's urbe Flora 
Reserves. 

MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 


Thurs. Aug.18 Brian Coman will speak to 
dingos. 
7.30 p.m. at Ian and Carol Fenselau's fieitey Bucielend Stress 
; White Hills. 
BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Fri.Sept.2 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. Election of Office Bearers will be 
followed by a talk on 'The Natural History of Heard Island" 
by Dr.Bob Jones. This will be followed by a short Presidential 
Address by Mr. John Berry, which will replace the Bird of 


Athe group on his research work on 


the Night for this meeting. 7.30 p.m., Dept. of Agric. ,Epsom.. 


Sat.Sept.3 1. Official opening of the B.F.N.C.Bird Hide at May Swamp , 
Bendigo Sewerage Farm, at 10.00 a.m. 
2. This will be followed by an afternoon street search for 
Regent Honeyeaters. Meet at 2:0 p.m., outside Rosalind 
Park, near the Police Station entrance. 


COMMITTEE MEETING 


Mon. Aug. 15 8.0 p.m. ea at Eric Wiikinson's home, 7 Weatherall Siters 
California Gully. 


haa 


